Date: Feb. 15, 2010
Subject:  Journalism major revisions
From: James Fredal, Chair  CCI Science Subcommittee
 
The Sciences Subcommittee considered the proposal for a revisions to the Public Affairs Journalism Major in Environmental Citizenship at its meetings of 11 January, 2010.  
In line with changes at peer institutions and in response to shifts in news reporting over the last several decades, the School of Communication is proposing revisions to its major in Journalism.  The major will now be in Public Affairs Journalism.  Revisions to the major will emphasize the shift in media from print to digital and multi-platform modes of news gathering and presentation.   The School of Communication has the faculty expertise and, through extensive renovation of classroom space, the physical facilities to implement the changes.  
While most elements of the major will remain the same, the cumulative effect of the revisions will be to increase student exposure to and skill in developing communications technologies. 
· One of the goals and objectives of the major will be reworded (changes in italics): to train students in the practice of multimedia journalism and to adapt to an evolving field.
· Data Analysis (Stat. 135 or 145) will no longer be a premajor requirement.  It will now be a prerequisite for the Research Methods requirement within the major (Comm 460, 463, and 500).

· English 269: Digital Media Composing will be a new premajor requirement.

· Three courses have been renamed: Comm 421, News Reporting will become Reporting and Writing Across News Platforms; Comm 422 News Editing and Design will become Media Presentation; and Comm 621, Topics in Public Affairs Journalism will become Enterprise Reporting in Diverse Communities, and will now carry a prerequisite of Comm 421 and Comm 422 or permission of the instructor.

· The Foundations requirement will remain at 5 hrs, but will now include only two choices: Comm 604, Media Ethics, and Comm 607, Mass Communications Law.  Comm 606 and 642 have been removed from the Foundations list.

· The Skills requirements will increase from 15 to 25 hrs, and will now include two additional courses: one newly developed course, Comm 426, Multimedia Journalism and a revised existing course, Comm 621, Enterprise Reporting in Diverse Communities.

· Other courses within the Skills category have undergone revision: 

· The Electives category will drop from 20 hours to 10 hours.  
· The Internship, minor requirement, and work at the Lantern will remain the same.
· Students will continue to be assessed through post-internship surveys and degree exit surveys.  Alumni surveys (which have been collected in the past) will now also be used as assessment tools to gauge the success of the major in supplying relevant skills necessary for work in journalism.  Survey questions will continue to be aligned with specific goals and objectives for the major.  New questions will be added to assess the change to Goal number 2 (above).  The School of Communication is also considering the addition of direct assessment measures.  Assessment results will be addressed as an item in regular faculty meetings.  
· The Sciences subcommittee reviewed the proposed changes at its January 11 meeting.  The subcommittee had questions about the inclusion of direct assessment measures (which the School of Journalism has agreed to take up at a future faculty meeting).   The committee also noted possible revisions to Appendix A: Curricular Requirements.
· The Life Sciences minor is no longer offered by Arts and Sciences (unless a student started and declared the minor before Spring 08 when it was done away with).  This information should be removed from the “current” column.

· None of the science minors are listed. However, students may petition to take a relevant minor in another area.

· The “Capital Program” should be included as a possible minor.
The subcommittee voted to approve the major unanimously.
